
Relay to COP26: Why a boat?
In the wake of the covid-19, there has been recognition that “We’re in the same storm, but not
in the same boat”. As young people under 30, we are mindful that we are on the course of
another storm too; over half of all emissions have been released in our lifetimes, and global
average temperatures are set to rise by several degrees over the decades ahead. The
consequences of this storm will not be felt equally, but they will be felt acutely.

The G7 and COP26 which are being hosted by the UK are an opportunity for world leaders to
make decisions on finance which would enable everyone to be able to navigate the
consequences of climate change.

We are calling upon the UK Government to:

● Reinstate the foreign aid budget to pre-COVID levels.
● Secure agreement from rich countries to double the commitment of $100bn a year for

climate finance
● Develop with other governments and international organisations a new regulated

climate loss and damage mechanism which not only saves lives but livelihoods.
● Push for the debts of the world’s poorest countries to be cancelled so they can better

confront the climate crisis and other urgent priorities

This boat is a representation of our hope that we would #RiseToTheMoment and use this year
to set sail towards a more just future.

A boat (very much not full-size) will be journeying across the country with use and take up
residency at our Residency hubs.

This is a particularly pertinent symbol because about ten percent of the world's population, or
770 million people, today live on land less than five metres above the high tide line. These
coastal communities are especially vulnerable to extreme weather events such as floods and
tropical cyclones. Sea level rise and coastal erosion threaten the very existence of entire
countries, and could trigger a mass refugee crisis this century. Ocean acidification and coral
bleaching destroy biodiversity and the livelihoods of many. Small-island states are very
vulnerable to climate change for these reasons.

All of the worst effects of the climate crisis are preventable by decisive action from the global
community, it’s what makes our inaction so awful.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fqa8j8CCkxcfilc_c8qOMgZAPJr_DsH5zEnJChPSLvE/edit?ts=605f44a0

